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NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

L e v r e d g e - S m i t h e r s House 
LOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER 

Bohemia Avenue, east side, 4th "building south of Second Street 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

C h e s a p e a k e C i t y —VICINITY OF F i r s t : 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland C e c i l 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

—DISTRICT —PUBLIC JZOCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

¥-BUILDING(S) J^PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL V>R|VATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISIT ION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

JtfjO —MILITARY —OTHER 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Ralph L. & Ella M. Levredge Telephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE , Z i p COcTe 

N o r t h E a s t — VICINITY OF M a r y l a n d 2 1 9 0 1 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
Liber #: 

COURTHOUSE. Cecil County Courthouse Folio #: 312 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

Courthouse Building 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

E l k t o n Maryland 21921 
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ^-ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS V^ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

Y^-FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Levredge-Smithers house is a handsome two story frame 
structure, three bays wide and one deep with three additions to 
the east, two, two, and one story in height. It is constructed 
upon a stone foundation and the walls are covered with ersatz 
brick. The entrance with three pane transom is located on the 
north side of the west facade. Beside it are two long l/l sash 
windows reaching nearly to the floor. These windows are longer 
than originally and bear a plain trim, whereas, the window trim 
above is original, like the Smithers house. The sashes have 
also been reworked for l/l sash. The roof is covered with grey 
asphalt shingles and the box cornice contains the gutter. On 
the south side of the apex of the roof is a brick chimney partially 
stuccoed. The cornice and barge boards appear to be original. 

A porch across the facade is very plain, however, its south 
post appears original with brackets and trim removed. Against the 
building is a scrolled bracket, the only one remaining from the 
former Italianate porch facia. It still possesses a wood floor. 

There is a leanto on the north side of the wings, partially 
enclosed. 

The building was originally covered with wood weatherboard, 
the sash were 6/6 as indicated above and there were paneled and 
louvered shutters on the first and second storys respectively . 
The porch had brackets around the facia as seen adjacent the house 
and there was probably a balustrade of pierced splats. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

— 1600-1699 ^ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

-^1800-1899 ^COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY ^TRANSPORTATION 

— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Levredge-Smithers House is important as an example of resi­
dential building of the 1840's or early 1850's. It's influence is 
chiefly the vernacular although, the scrolled cornice of the porch 
would indicate a touch of the Italianate style. 

About 1848, Sarah Beaston had this house built and she and her 
heirs lived here for twenty years. Thomas Cleaver, Canal Superinten­
dent, bought the house for $1,000.00 in 1866 and lived here until 
he moved into the larger house on the southeast corner of Bohemia 
Avenue and Third Street. John Smithers and Emiline, his wife, lived 
here from 1869 until 1878 when John M Reed bought the property. 

Mr. Reed was a well known storekeeper in Chesapeake City, having 
his business in the neat white building at the southwest corner of 
Bohemia Avenue and Front Street, where he served townspeople and 
Canal people alike. 

Before the 1920's this house was rented as a Methodist Parsonage, 
then the Peaper family came into ownership. Mr. William Peaper was 
an engineer on the Wilson Line Steamer. 

The house has significance as the home of Canal men in the 
nineteenth century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Michael Bourne & Katherine Wein April 20. 1976 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

South Chesapeake City Historic District Commission 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

c/o Town Counsil of Chesapeake City (301) 885-5298 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Chesapeake City Maryland 21915 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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